GEORGE THE THIRD
Restoration in 1660 and at the Revolution in 1688 the Speaker
had been appointed without royal sanction; and fortified by
these precedents he carried the House with him. In vain did the
Prince himself protest against what he described as undignified
treatment at Pitt's hands: the Prime Minister courteously in-
formed him that his sole desire was to uphold the honour and
dignity of the Prince's father!
Maddened by the way in which Pitt had out-manoeuvred them
the Opposition resorted to dirtier tactics. It was hinted that the
Queen and Willis were acting in collusion to prevent the Prince
from having his just rights: the King, it was said, was incurably
mad, but the fact was being kept from the nation. When Pitt
rose in his place on January i6th to detail the proposals of the
Government for the limitation of the Regent's power he hurled
himself furiously against the Queen's traducers. She was a lady
who had lived for almost thirty years in this country without blame
of any kind, a pattern of domestic tenderness and virtue, against
whom the breath of calumny had not dared to send forth even a
whisper, and who could merit it least of all at a moment when visited
by the heaviest afflictions.
Scorn was wasted on the Opposition. During the debates on
the Regency Bill the most extravagant language was used.
Burke, for example, referred to the King as ' having been by the
Almighty hurled from his throne '; and in ponderous periods
inveighed against * the treason' of the Prime Minister. At
Brooks's they were busily engaged in drawing up the new
Ministry; and the ladies of the Opposition donned ' Regency
Caps,' which cost anything from seven guineas upwards.
The Bill passed the Commons on February I2th: on the lyth
and 18th it was discussed in Committee in the Lords. But already
the King was on the road to recovery. On February 2nd Miss
Burney had met him out in the grounds of Kew: although his
speech was nervously rapid it was quite clear that he was much
better. On the i6th, to the joy of the Household, it was reported
that the King and Queen had taken a walk in Richmond Gardens;
and on the ipth Pitt could write to his mother to the effect that
the King was practically well.
The public account this morning Pie said] is that the King continues
advancing in recovery. The private one is that he is to all appear-
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